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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, UY 

SUBJECT: URUGUAY ELIMINATES CONSULAR INVOICES 

REF: (A) MVD 570; (B ) MVD-006 OF JANUARY 20, 1973 

1. A MARCH 4, 1975 DECREE PROVIDING REGULATIONS IMPLEMENTING 
DECREE NO. 123/75 OF FEBRUARY 7, ELIMINATES CONSULAR INVOICES 
FOR SHIPMENTS TO URUGUAY. AS OF DATE OF ENTRY INTO EFFECT. 

MARCH 20, 1975. URUGUAYAN CONSULATES WILL SIMPLY STAMP COMMERCIAL 
INVOICES OR CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN WITHOUT COLLECTING ANY FEE. 

THE STAMP WILL SHOW: 

(A) ORIGIN OF MERCHANDISE; 

(B) NAME AND FLAG OF VESSEL, OR IF BY AIR OR SURFACE THE 
NAME OF THE CARRIER; 

(C) NUMBER OF FORWARDER'S CARGO MANIFEST; 

CD) NUMBER OF BILL OF LADING. 

THIS PROCESS SHOULD BE MUCH EASIER THAN PREVIOUS TIME 
CONSUMING PREPARATION OF ARCHAIC SEPARATE CONSULAR INVOICE. 
ALTHOUGH STAMP WILL STILL SAY "FACTURA CONSULAR," IT REPLACES 
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INVOICE. 

2. OTHER IMPORTANT CHANGES WERE MADE BY FEBRUARY 7 DECREE WHICH 
ALSO ENTERS INTO EFFECT MARCH 20. CONSULAR FEES ARE REDUCED 
FROM 1 2 PERCENT TO 6 PERCENT FOR ALL ITEMS (REF. A) EXCEPT CRUDE 

OIL (5.5 PERCENT) AND OTHER PRODUCTS IMPORTED FOR USE BY ANCAP. 

THE STATE REFINERY. THESE FEES WILL NOW BE PAID IN URUGUAY BY THE 
IMPORTER TO THE BANK OF THE REPUBLIC (BOR). PREVIOUSLY THE 
EXPORTER PAID THIS FEE TO THE URUGUAYAN CONSULATE OVERSEAS. 

THESE COSTS, UNDER NUMERAL 26 OF THE URUGUAYAN CONSULAR FEE CODE. 
ARE TO BE PAID UPON RECEIPT OF FOUR COPIES OF THE DULY STAMPED 
COMMERCIAL INVOICE (OR CERTIFICATE OF ORIGIN IN THE CASE OF LOW 
VALUED GOODS 

AND SAMPLES MAILED VIA PARCEL POST, OR WHEN GOODS 
ORIGINATE IN LAFTA COUNTRIES OR ARE PURCHASED WITH AIBQFUNDS). 

3. U.S. EXPORTERS WILL BE INTERESTED IN LEARNING THAT URUGUAYAN 
IMPORTERS WILL PAY THE BOR 6 PERCENT ON THE FOB VALUE OF GOODS, 

IF SO INVOICED. IF THE INVOICE SHOWS A CIF AMOUNT, THE CONSULAR 
FEE WILL BE APPLIED TO THIS AMOUNT, UNNECESSARILY ADDING COSTS 
TO THE LOCAL IMPORTER. 

4. FUNDS COLLECTED FROM 

THOSE CONSULAR FEES PREVIOUSLY WERE 

DESTINED FOR THE FOREIGN MINISTRY BUDGET. TEN PERCENT WILL NOW 
GO TO THE MINISTRY OF 

TRANSPORT FOR THE MERCHANT MARINE DEVELOPMENT 
FUND. OF REMAINING 90 PERCENT, 15 PERCENT WILL GO TO THE FONMIN 
AND 75 PERCENT WILL GO TO A SPECIAL FUND IN CENTRAL BANK FOR 
USE IN (A) OVERSEAS EXPENSES AND SALARIES FOR FONMIN: (B) 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION PAYMENTS AND (NBLX MILITARY ATTACHE 
SALARIES. THIS LATTER EXPENSE WAS PREVIOUSLY PAID BY MINDEFENSE. 

5. TEXT OF BOTH DECREES FOLLOWS BY AIRGRAM. 

6. COMMENT: THIS MEASURE SHOULD BENEFIT U.S. AND OTHER EXPORTERS 
TO URUGUAY. ALTHOUGH IT DOES NOT ALWAYS REDUCE FINAL COST TO 
LOCAL IMPORTER, IT DOES REDUCE U.S. EXPORTER'S EXPENSES. IN 
ADDITION, AND PERHAPS MORE IMPORTANTLY, IT REPRESENTS ELIMINATION 
OF A SIGNIFICANT NON-TARIFF BARRIER TO TRADE AND ONE WHICH US 
EXPORTERS HAVE COMPLAINED ABOUT FOR MANY YEARS. WHILE THE 
IMPORT-EXPORT REGIME OF URUGUAY REMAINS COMPLICATED AND 
CUMBERSOME (REF. B), THIS MODIFICATION REPRESENTS AN IMPORTANT 
STEP FORWARD IN ITS RATIONALIZATION AND LIBERALIZATION. 
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